Friends, 

Here is what I typed up during today's calls. I am pretty sure that there are a number of mistakes and things that I missed. So please review the minutes and send me any corrections or additions. Also we have another call tomorrow - Sunday, Jan 12 from 2 to 4 to make plans for our proposed Press Conference and Reception - hopefully at the German Mission: Call-in number +1 712 432 1500 Access Code 972978#.

Thanks, 

Rob

---------------------------------------------
Commons Cluster January 11 Strategy Call Minutes
Present:
Akiwa Gissell

Lisinka Ulatowska

Myra Jackson

Shani Gissell

Rob Wheeler

Alanna Hartzok

Richard Jordan

Jessie Henshaw

Kathleen Quain?

Emile van Essen

Heiner Benking

Lucy Webster

Anyone else? 

Agenda:

Something is scheduled for Saturday January 18th: ???

OWG 7 Report:  

Jessie: many talked about our global problems but talked about them as policies instead of systems analysis and terms. But it is exciting to have the material problems talked about concretely; and even the chairs to see it in this way. 

Last day wonderful re mentioning of Best Practices: Even the co-chair of the OWG said that this is very good but what we really need to do is to manage the system. 

Nadine gave the presentation on Cities and Human Settlements; however unfortunately there was not time to shorten the statement on SCP so as to give a presentation. All of the papers that were sent to Shani and Akiwa were printed and 50 copies of each were put out and they had been picked up by the end of the day. 

Lisinka: we talked with the (co-chair?) about getting Will Steffen as a panelist for OWG 8 and _________ will talk to governments to try to do this. 

talked to Switzerland, _______________, 

everyone seemed to be focusing on targets and indicators now and thus weren't all that interested in what we had to say.

On-going Process starting with the March OWG Meeting:
The co-chairs presented 3 possibilities for how the OWG could proceed for the March meeting and on into the future.

a) the co-chairs could make a listing of SDGs and targets that they have heard 

b) they could produce a description of what has been discussed

c) or the governments could just take over and develop the next step in the process themselves. 

The governments seemed to primarily support the first option but there was some interest in the second one as well. Many said that the SDGs should be be comprehensive and ambitious. 

There wasn't any discussion regarding civil society participation (why doesn't this surprise me - when will we become more than 2nd class citizens that they can occasionally ask for out thoughts but then pretty much just ignore us - Rob)

There will be an informal meeting of governments on January 20 of the OWG to get further input on how they should proceed. (Rob: I think that we should ask the OPs of the Major Groups to request that some representatives of civil society be invited to observe and participate in this meeting and to give some suggestions for how civil society and the Major Groups could be included in the rest of the process as we go forward. - what do you think of this idea?)

Lisinka and Richard talked about transportation: How does sustainable transport impact land use: Richard brought up (skyline??)

Lisinka suggested that some of the Steering Committees for the morning hearings seem to have been hi-jacked by some of the Organizing Partners of the Major Groups.

Putting Together a Commons Booklet of Statements on the SDGs and Post 2015 Process:
Rob agreed to take a lead on putting together a booklet that includes all of the papers that we have been working on since the OWG and Post 2015 processes started. Alanna volunteered l make a donation to cover printing costs and said she would work with Rob on putting the booklet together. 

Rob volunteered to make a list of all papers and send it out and put it on a titan pad; he suggested that we include our shorter papers and then provide a link to the longer ones which would be posted on our website. 

Akiwa said that she has a list of all OWG 7 sessions and will make a summary of what happened at each of them and post it on a titan pad and everyone can post their papers and statements on the titan pad and/or send them to Rob. (These should be sent to Myra at the same time so that she can post everything on our Commons website.)

We agreed that we need to make sure that the papers and statements are not too repetitive and Rob agreed to take a look at them and to try to edit them accordingly. 

Lisinka will set up a titan pad. We will try to complete the booklet by either OWG8 or by the first negotiating session in March

Heiner: They looked into the Club of Rome from 1968 to connect the issues and the SDGs, MDGs, etc how do they connect and how can we come to win-win solutions and negotiations. He will send us an email that includes what he is proposing. We invited him and welcomed him to add his input on the Titan Pads for OWG8.

Akiwa: how can we build an integrated platform

Akiwa and Richard attended a HLPF review session during OWG 7. 

They had a meeting with the organizers who suggested that our statements should be collectively developed and that the more partners and organizations that are involved with each of them the better it would be. and those with the most partners would be the ones that would be given the most attention. 

Discussion about Drafting our Statements for OWG8:
The people mentioned below have agreed to take the lead role for drafting the papers and short statements for each of the themes below:

oceans and seas: Akiwa

conflict resolution: Lisinka & Myra

equality and gender and women's empowerment: Shani & Alanna (Ilene & Zuka will help with the process)

forests & biodiversity: Shani - Rob will help

rule of law: Rob & Alanna

Akiwa again suggested that we get our papers to the governments in advance so hopefully they will include some of our key points in their presentations

We will again make a 2 page paper along with a shorter 250 word draft to be read during the governmental meeting

Rob volunteered to help or create 250 word summaries once the longer papers are done if anyone needs help with this. 

We will agree on a deadline on when the Titan pad drafts will be completed - but as quickly as possible. 

Report on the Steering Committee Meetings for OWG8:
Forests SC - yesterday was the first meeting that Dominique and Shani could participate in and they had already picked the team. They will meet again on Wednesday. Tirzah and Jessie were nominated. Tirzah was one of the 4 or 6 that has been chosen so far to be a panelist and now they have to reduce it to 2. She is 12 years old and has given quite a few presentations before. There are a lot of youth, elders and disabled that are representatives at the UN but you don't usually see children. She has an initiative to save black lions from extinction. The OWG needs to have more focus on animals and particularly those facing extinction. See: www.artsandpets.web.com

Jessie said that she doesn't want to be a speaker. 

Here is Tirzah's information below:

	Tir'Zah Dancing Wind
	Art and Pets NGO
	artandpets@aim.com
	Tir'Zah Tse'Hai is the Founding President of Arts and Pets. She is a Young Youth Representative who advocates and lobbies for forest and wildlife preservation. Her organization is known for adopting endangered species of animals, offering children's workshops on forest preservation and initiates art as a conduit to bring about awares of the dangers wildlife is facing. She has spoken during sessions held by African Union, UNPFII, International Children's day, Columbia Univ during SDG OWG 5 and many local, Indigenous, community events. She is an expert hatha yogi and painter with the aspirations to attain her veterinary degree. Tir'Zah is 12 years old and has interest in speaking on offering human rights learning to young children as a hands on experience so that they can begin taking on the responsibility of animal and earth caring through sustainability higher learning.


Wednesday night there was a special meeting re HLPF: 
It will be held on Sept 23 during the opening of UNGA 69

The representative to pull it together is looking for organizations to do a showcase of initiatives moving into the future of the work we want

there will be side events and speaking engagements: they will need to be visual, exciting and offer fresh perspectives. People and organizations were encouraged to work together in teams on this - they would need to have as many participants as possible in order to host a showcase or performance.

The Organizing Partners were participating: and severa; said how can we get further participation than representing just a couple of countries. 

The UN said that they want to get the presentations submitted within a week. The OPs said this would be impossible, so the Secretariat asked if 6 weeks would be enough time. They said we need more time; but the Secretariat said they couldn't wait any longer; there is not enough time as we only have until September. So, we should put our suggestions, proposal and input together 

as soon as we can. 

Richard said that this is the type of thing that Rocket Media could be interested in. The presentations would be a show and not NGO statements: Linda was the representative? Lisinka will send us her full name. 

Richard: in 1992 I produced a program with Loren Cohen called: Dream for the Earth - a celebration; and we did a smudging and had singing and dancing, etc. We could do something like this. But we would need to get a really good host or hostess. We discussed a number of ideas for cultural and performing arts types of events. Rob mentioned that he helped put together a show for the Millennium Forum in 2000 that included a lot of ethnic performers and performances that were really great consisting primarily of groups from New York City. However it included a Filipino troupe of disabled performers that did a program on peace that was really awesome. Perhaps we could find some kind of group like this again. Rob also mentioned that he has video footage of the event in 2000 that could be used to show the UN the type of event that we could stage and the quality of the performances. 

Akiwa has a musical that she produced and it is being negotiated re Broadway. Maybe we could do something with that. 

Mark Anthony is the production guy at UN and knows how to do the tech stuff in the building if we need help with this - Richard knows him. 

Myra suggested that we take a look at: www.masterpeace.org

Akiwa & Richard will work on putting together a proposal for a cultural or performing arts event for the HLPF. 

Akiwa: after the closing of the first 8 OWG sessions they will continue with 4 meetings in March, April, May, and June? 

We could focus on the question of "How can civil society engage with the public on implementation and promotion of UN initiatives and activities etc" as the process moves forward and at our Press Conference and in our statements, etc. 

UNCA is closed for renovation and the journalists are not around much right now and they are not all that interested in OWG yet because it has not come to any conclusions yet. 

if we want to do the Press Conference, then what do we want or need to present: perhaps civil society's or the Common Cluster's reaction to the SDG process so far. 

list of possible goals or targets. This is the week that Richard could talk to some journalists

Akiwa talked to _________ and said we are interested in having a space on February 6 or 7. He suggested the German Mission. Now the focus and interest of the OWG sessions seems to be on Targets & Indicators and on looking for far reaching, deep initiatives for development of the future we want and how we can reach it. Innovative, information, technology, etc.

We have symbols for MDGs but not visuals for the new SDGs yet. 

Richard suggested that we could develop a hack-a-lon? on line and voting re what does everyone think of the symbols and icons that have been suggested and then vote on 8 wonders of the world re energizing tools or apps or symbol for each goal

Or we could focus on the individual actions that we could all take and the impacts they would have on the world. 

Akiwa: She has some young people on her team working on innovation and doing application development: they could help with symbol development. 

Myra: is working with Kosmos on a big study on how to have an impact on media and social media. 

children from Bangla Desh could talk about their stories. 

Press Conference: We would need to create a structure and figure out how to make it attractive for Germany; tie in targets and indicators

Rob suggests that we could focus on recognizing the common and natural heritage of the earth: how the SDGs could focus on this and the role of the targets and indicators to fulfill this. 

Lisinka says Paulo says we are not together enough yet to present Earth Condominium approach. 

(Rob did not have time to respond to this; but says that we do not have to put forward the full ecosystems analysis proposal to talk about the need to recognize the natural heritage of the earth and to then talk about how the SDGs, Targets and Indicators could provide a basis for protecting this heritage and managing it sustainably through a commons approach to sustainable development, etc.)

Brandon: the UN's youth commissioner joins us. He is the first youth commissioner ever. 21? years old. His office focuses on such themes as social development eradication, nuclear disarmament and capacity development. 

(Rob: We could feature the involvement of children and youth in part.) 

Rob suggests that we find out from the German Mission if they have any requirements or special needs. We need to figure out what type of a reception and event we would want to have to present this to Germany.  If we can put together a budget of less than $5000 then Akiwa will focus on getting a sponsor to donate wine, cheese, etc. Raymond or Brandon? will check on the logistics with the German mission, etc. 

(Rob: We should invite the German ambassador to speak and we thus need to get his contact information and decide what we might like him to say.) 

(Rob: We should talk about the Intersessional that Chantal talked about organizing. Is this still scheduled and when? What kind of format would we recommend? What topics do we think it should address?)

------

Rob's suggested Agenda for the meeting:
1) We need a recap on the steering committee and nominating processes for OWG8. I am particularly interested in how SC facilitators and chairs have been or are being chosen and who they are if it has been decided, who is included in each SC, any ideas as to the role and activities of the SCs for OWG 8 from here on out, etc. 

We seem to have a number of people that will either be panelists or speakers. So, we should begin working on papers now, or after a little bit of a break to catch our breaths, and then try to integrate them with whatever is said by panelists or from the floor. 

2) If we are going to organize a Side Event and/or Press Conference then we need to know what has been done on this so far and then discuss what else we need to do. This is also an immediate priority if we are going to do either of these. And in particular we need to discuss just what the message is that we would put out, who the intended audience we would want to reach, and what we would hope to accomplish with such events.

3) We need to begin planning now for the rest of the OWG process and make a plan re what we hope to accomplish in the second half of this process - the negotiations & drafting of the final SDGs outcome document(s). This planning on our part should continue over the next couple of months - but we should have a basic strategy plan in hand by OWG8 that we can begin to work on. 

Was anything more said this week at the UN as to the meeting schedule, topics or discussion and how it will be organized and the role of civil society and the major groups from here on out? 

4) We have talked about putting together a booklet of all of our proposals and statements, of getting them posted in a nice section on our website, of sending out regular blog & Social Media posts, and getting them posted on Stakeholder Forum, UN and other websites. We should begin to follow up on this in a more organized fashion, so as much of it gets done well as we can now. 

5) Strategizing and planning for OWG 8: first Jessie seems to have a number of concerns re OWG 8 topics that others of us may or may not share. Some of us have objected to her sending of the email note to Jeffrey, Chantal, and Sascha last week. I would prefer that we not spend much time on this during this meeting as we have too much else to do; but we do need to deal with these things before OWG 8. We should quickly put forward a plan for how we want to deal with these two concerns during the next 3 weeks. 

